TORRINGTON’S CLOCK TOWER

History

Trinity’s granite tower has been a downtown Torrington land mark for over 110
years. Builtin 1897-1898, it rises 90 feet above ground level. With the USA flag
flying and its clock keeping and tolling the time, it is an identifying fixture in
Torrington’s sky line much like the Warner marquee and downtown'’s distinctive
architecture. Orlglnally bU|It by Torrington’s industrial giants, it has stood

: By SR throughout the decades, a stalwart
3 reminder of Torrington’s identity and
B origins.

Trinity’s leadership (Rector and Vestry)
& during the planning, construction and
funding of the church and tower included:

Henry J. Hendey - John Workman -
Frederick F. Fuessenich -

Hilan M. Rogers -

Edward Coe - Henry Hotchkiss -

Luther G. Turner - Andrew E. Workman -
Charles McNeil -

The Reverend J. Chauncey Linsley

To their memory we dedicate the restoration of Torrington’s Clock Tower.

The Architect

The Trinity complex, inside and out was designed by Henry M. Condon & Sons,
well known ecclesiastical architects of NYC in the Victorian Gothic style.

Trinity’s buildings are listed on Connecticut’s Register of Historic Buildings and
are recognized by the U. S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service as
historic structures and are included in the Downtown Torrington National Register
Historic District.



Mast Swamp?

An unusual feature is the ship’s mast
running from the ground level to the very
top inside the turret on the southeast side
of the Tower.

The mast provides central support for the
circular stairs that give access to the
various levels of the Tower.

It reminds us that Torrington’s Main Street
was once named “Mast Swamp.”

Why the Clock Doesn’'t Work

Installed in 1928, the self-winding Seth Thomas clock at the top of the Tower has
served as downtown Torrington’s clock for 78 years.

Deterioration of the wooden windows that support the clock’s drive shafts have
caused the clock’s gears to bind and the clock to stop running.




What Needs To Be Done
The Tower is not used for any worship, programming or outreach purposes, but
after 110 years it suffers significant infrastructure decay.

A major capital infusion is needed to ensure that this visually commanding gift
from Torrington’s past lasts another 100 years.

Rain and snow leaking into the Tower has caused significant decay of its
wooden infrastructure.

Beams inside the Tower that support the clock and bell are in danger of
collapsing.

The stairs inside the turret are unsafe and must be repaired to allow
access to the Tower.

The louvers at the bell level need caulking and restoration.

Both the outward faces of the clock and its inner workings need to be
restored.

To stop the leaks and prevent the

possibility of Tower fragments falling to

the ground, the tops of the tower and

turret need to be rebuilt and the exterior
needs to be cut & pointed.

The roofs and flashings at the top of the Tower, the turret and the louver level
need to be repaired or replaced.

Finally, work is needed on the interior stone and brick work as well as the floors
and the interior of the windows.



Phase | — 2008 to
2010

A little over
$330,000 was
raised in Phase |
through grants,
pledges and
individual gifts.

This money has
been used to
employ restoration
architects,
Crosskey
Architects, LLC
who are guiding
Trinity through the
restoration
process.

G. L. Capasso,
Inc., a firm

specializing in granite restoration, has been hired as general contractor.

Scaffolding was installed and the top portions of the turret and tower were rebuilt.

One hundred percent of the exterior stone work has been cut and pointed.

The turret has a new roof.

The louvers and other exterior wood pieces have been cleaned, repaired and

painted.

New wood and glass centers of the clock faces have fabricated and been
installed. The metal clock frames and clock hands have been cleaned and

painted.

The goal in this phase was to accomplish all work that required the use of

scaffolding.



The Clock Faces

The intricate wood and glass portion of the four clock faces had deteriorated
badly and needed to be completely replaced.

It was expected that it would cost $30,000 to $40,000 to have a skilled
woodworker replicate these.

Instead, William Root and Charles Schapp have donated their time and talent
and built replicas at no cost to Trinity.

Phase Il — 2011
The goal in Phase Il is to raise an additional $200,000 to:

cut and point the interior masonry
replace roofing
repair interior rotting beams
restore the windows
repair and paint the plaster in the ground and basement walls
paint the Water Street entrance gable



get Torrington’s bell and clock working again!

How You Can Help

You can help restore Torrington’s Clock Tower by making a donation to the Clock
Tower Project Fund. Be sure to indicate on your check’s memo line, “Clock
Tower”. Send your check to:

Trinity Church
220 Prospect Street
Torrington, CT 06790
Your contribution will be greatly appreciated.



